Ordinance 2022- £ ] l

Regulating Improper vehicle equipment within the Town of Coosada and Police Jurisdiction (PJ)

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF COOSADA, ALABAMA
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Coosada, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1. This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as “Improper equipment".

Section 2. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle upon a public street, highway
or thoroughfare in said Town, with improper vehicle equipment such as: vehicle lights, vehicle minors,
vehicle tires, vehicle brakes, obstructed windshield, tinted windows, and vehicle muffler.

Section 3. Any person arrested and convicted for improper vehicle equipment shall, upon conviction, be
punished by a fine of not less than Seventy Five DOLLARS ($75.00), and a maximum of TWO HUNDRED
DOLLARS ($200.00) plus the costs of court and/or may be imprisoned for a period not exceeding five (5)
days, at the discretion of the Municipal Court Judge.

Section 4. If the vehicle equipment is repaired within 72 hours, excluding Sundays and legal holidays,
the defendant may present the ticket to a Coosada Police Officer. The Officer after the inspection of
your vehicle may, by signing below, recommend that the charge be dismissed. You must then deliver or
forward the ticket to the court clerk at the address on the front of this ticket.

Section 5. This ordinance shall apply not only to the Town Limits of the Town of Coosada, but also to
any persons within the Police Jurisdiction thereof.

Section 6. Provided, however, that this Ordinance is not to be construed to repeal any other Ordinances
or parts of Ordinances of the Town of Coosada now in effect.

Section 7. Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be for any reason held invalid or void, it
shall not affect the validity of any other section or provision herein.

Section 8. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance and all of its terms and provisions shall be
effective after sufficient publication, and shall remain in effect from year to year thereafter until
amended, repealed or changed by Ordinance of the Town Council of the Town of Coosada.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 9’} o day of Mat a regular meeting of the Town

Council of the Town of Coosada, Alabama.



Coosada improper vehicle equipment Definitions
Tag Light

Every motor vehicle shall have a tail lamp or a separate lamp so constructed and placed as to illuminate
with a white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a distance of 50 feet to the
rear. Any tail lamp or tail lamps, together with any separate lamp for illuminating the rear registration
plate, shall be so wired as to be lighted whenever the head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps are lighted.

Improper Lights
{a) When lighted headlamps required.

(1) Every vehicle upon a highway within this state, except a parked vehicle, which shall be subject to
Section 32-5-244, shall display lighted lamps and illuminating devices required by this section for
different classes of vehicles at the following times:

a. From a half hour after sunset to a half hour before suntise.

b. At any time when the windshield wipers of the vehicle are in use hecause of rain, sleet, or snow,
except when the use is intermittent because of misting rain, sleet, or snow.

¢. At any time when there is not sufficient light to render clearly discernible persons and vehicles on the
highway at a distance of 500 feet.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1), whenever motor vehicles or other vehicles are operated in
combination during a time that lamps and illuminating devices are required to be lighted, any lamp,
other than a tail lamp, that, by reason of its location on a vehicle in the combination would be obscured
by another vehicle of the combination, need not be lighted. This subdivision shall not affect the
requirement that lighted clearance lamps be displayed on the front of the foremost vehicle required to
have clearance lamps or that all lamps required on the rear of the rearmost vehicle of any combination
shall be lighted.

(b) Head lamps on motor vehicles.

(1) Every motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle, shall be equipped with at least
two but not more than four head lamps, with at least one but not more than two on each side of the
front of the motor vehicle. The head lamps shall comply with the requirements and limitations of
Section 32-5-242.

(2) Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle shall be equipped with at least one and not more
than two head lamps which shall comply with the requirements and limitations of Section 32-5-242.



(3) Every head lamp upon every new motor vehicle sold after January 1, 1950, including every
motorcycle and motor-driven cycle, shall be located at a height measured from the center of the head
famp of not more than 54 inches nor less than 24 inches to be measured as set forth in Section 32-5-242.

{c) Tail lamps.

(1) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer and any other vehicle which is being drawn
at the end of a train of vehicles shall be equipped with at least one tail lamp mounted on the rear which,
when lighted as required, emits a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear. When
vehicles are drawn in a train, only the tail lamp on the rearmost vehicle need actually be seen from the

distance specified.

(2) Every tait lamp upon every vehicle shall be located at a height of not more than 60 inches nor less
than 20 inches to be measured as set forth in Section 32-5-242.

(3) Every motor vehicle shall have a tail lamp or a separate lamp so constructed and placed as to
illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a distance of 50
feet to the rear. Any tail lamp or tail lamps, together with any separate lamp for illuminating the rear
registration plate, shall be so wired as to be lighted whenever the head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps
are lighted.

(d) Additional equipment required on certain vehicles. In addition to other equipment required in this
article, the following vehicles shall be equipped in the following manner:

(1) On every bus or truck, whatever its size, the following shall be on the rear: two red reflectors, one at
each side, and one stop light.

(2) On every bus or truck 80 inches or more in overall width, in addition to the requirements in
subdivision (1):

a. On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

b. On the rear, two clearance lamps, one on each side.

c. On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or near the front and one at or near the rear.
d. On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the front and one at or near the rear.

(3) On every truck tractor:

a. On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

b. On the rear, one stop light.

{4) On every trailer or semitrailer having a gross weight in excess of 3,000 pounds:

a. On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side.



b. On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or near the front and one at or near the rear.
c. On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the front and one at or near the rear.

d. On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side, also two reflectors, one at each side, and one stop
light.

{5) On every pole trailer having a gross weight in excess of 3,000 pounds gross weight:

a. On each side, one side marker lamp and one clearance famp which may be in combination, to show to
the front, side, and rear.

b. On the rear of the pole trailer or load, two reflectors, one at each side.

(6) On every trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer having a gross weight of 3,000 pounds or less: on the rear,
two reflectors, one on each side. If the load or dimensions of any trailer or semitrailer obscures the stop
light on the towing vehicle, the towed vehicle shall also be equipped with one stop light.

(e} Lamps on other vehicles and equipment. All vehicles, including animal-drawn vehicles and those for
which special permits have been issued under authority of Section 32-9-29, not otherwise specifically
required to be equipped with lfamps, shall at the times specified in subsection (a) of this section be
equipped with at least one lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting a white light visible from a distance of 500
feet to the front of the vehicle and with a lamp or lantern exhibiting a red fight visible from a distance of
500 feet to the rear.

{f) Stop lamps required on new motor vehicles. it is unlawful for any person to sell any new motor
vehicle, including any motorcycle or motor-driven cycle, in this state or for any person to drive the
vehicle on the highways unless it is equipped with a stop lamp meeting the requirements of Section 32-
5-242.

{g) New motor vehicles to be equipped with reflectors.

(1) No new motor vehicle first sold on or after January 1, 1950, other than a truck tractor, motorcycle, or
motor-driven cycle shall be operated on a highway unless the vehicle carries on the rear, either as a part
of the tail lamps or separately, two red reflectors. Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle shall
carry at least one reflector, meeting the requirements of this section. Vehicles specifically provided for
in subsection (d) of this section shall be equipped with reflectors as required by that subsection.

(2) These reflectors shall be mounted on the vehicle at a height not less than 20 inches nor more than 60
inches measured as set forth in subsection (a) of Section 32-5-242, shall be of such size and
characteristics, and shall be so mounted as to be visible at night from 300 feet.



Improper Minor

Every motor vehicle, operated singly or when towing any other vehicle, shall be equipped with a mirror
so located as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of at least 200 feet to the rear
of such motor vehicle.

improper Tires

Every motor carrier, motor vehicle, truck, semitrailer and trailer shall be equipped with pneumatic tires
of sufficient traction surface in accordance with the capacity of the motor carrier or motor vehicle,
except as otherwise herein provided, the same to be prescribed by the Director of Public Safety.

No person shall operate any vehicle of a type required to be licensed upon the highways of this state
except for those tires on the dead axle of a vehicle with a dead axle when one or more of the tires in use
on such vehicle is in unsafe operating condition or has a tread depth less than 2/32 inch or .15875
centimeters measured in any two adjacent tread grooves at three equally spaced intervals around the
circumference of the tire; provided, that such measurements shall not be made at the locations of any
tread wear indicator. A tire shall be considered unsafe if it has any part of the ply or cord exposed, any
bump, bulge or separation, any tread or sidewall cracks, cuts or snags in excess of one inch in length and
deep enough to expose the body cords, any tire marked "not for highway use,” or "for racing purposes
only," or "unsafe for highway use" or words of similar import and any tire which has been regrooved or
recut below the original groove depth, excepting special tires which have extra undertread rubber for
this purpose and are identified as such; provided, that the prohibitions of this section shail not apply to
the tires upon the dead axle of a vehicle equipped with such a dead axle.

No person, firm, corporation or organization shall sell or offer for sale tires, or a vehicle equipped with
tires, for use upon the highways of this state, which are in unsafe condition or which have a tread depth
of less than 2/32 inch or .15875 centimeters measured as specified in subdivision {1) of this subsection.

No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall have on its periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat or
spike or any other protuberances of any material other than rubber which project beyond the tread of
the traction surface of the tire, except that it shall be permissible to use farm machinery with tires
having protuberances which will not injure the highway and, except also, that it shall be permissible to
use tire chains or metal studded or safety spike tires of reasonable proportions upon any vehicle when
required for safety because of snow, rain or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to slide or skid.

Every solid rubber tire on a vehicle moved on any highway shall have rubber on its entire traction
surface of at least four inches and one inch thick above the edge of the flange of the entire periphery.

The Department of Public Safety and local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may, in their
discretion, issue special permits authorizing the operation upon a highway of traction engines or tractors
having movable tracks with transverse corrugations upon the periphery of such movable tracks or farm
tractors or other farm machinery.



Improper Brakes

Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control
the movement of and to stop and to hold such vehicle, including two separate means of applying the
brakes, each of which shall be effective to apply the brakes to at least two wheels and so constructed
that no part which is liable to failure shall be common to two; except, that a motorcycle need be
equipped with only one brake. All such brakes shall be maintained in good working order and shall
conform to regulations not inconsistent with this section to be promulgated by the Director of Public
Safety. Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Tinted Windows

A person shall not operate a motor vehicle registered in this state under either of the following
conditions:

With material or glazing applied or affixed to the front windshield which reduces light transmission
through the front windshield.

With material or glazing applied or affixed to the rear windshield or the side or door windows which
reduce light transmission through the rear windshield or side windows to less than 32 percent or
increase light reflectance to more than 20 percent, with a measurement tolerance of at least 3 percent.
The light transmission shall be measured with a device or instrument capable of measuring light
transmission before a person may be charged with a violation of this section, and the officer shall be
equipped with such a meter before stopping the driver.

Any motor vehicle which has material and glazing applied or affixed to the windows or rear windshield
of a vehicle, which material and glazing have reduced the light transmission through the window or
windshield or increased the light reflectance of the window or windshield, shall display a label visible
from the outside of the vehicle indicating that the windows and windshield are in compliance with the
light transmission and light reflectance requirements as provided in Section 32-5C-2. No person shali
install any material upon the windshield or windows of any motor vehicle, the installation of which
would result in a reduction of light transmission or an increase in light refiectance in violation of Section
32-5C-2.

Obhstructed Windshield

No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any sign, poster or other nontransparent materfal upon the
front windshield, sidewings or side or rear windows of such vehicle which obstructs the driver's clear
view of the highway or any intersecting highway.

The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a device for cleaning rain, snow or other
moisture from the windshield, which device shall be so constructed as to be controlled or operated by
the driver of the vehicle.

Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle shall be maintained in good working order.



No person shall operate a motor vehicle which has a windshield, sidewing or rear window which has
tinting to the extent or manufactured in such a way that occupants of the vehicle cannot be easily
identified or recognized through the sidewing or rear windows from outside the motor vehicle,

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the manufactured tinting of windshields of motor
vehicles or to certificates of identification, decals or other papers required by law to be displayed on
such windshield or windows.

Improper Muffler

Every motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in good working order and in constant
operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise and annoying smoke, and no person shall use a muffler
cut-out, bypass, a muffler without baffles or similar device upon a motor vehicle on a highway.

The engine and power mechanism of every motor vehicle shall be so equipped and adjusted as to
prevent the escape of excessive fumes or smoke.
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